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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Report of Peogeess made in the Oeganization of Coloeed 
Anti-Tubeeculosis Leagues. 

By C. P. Wertenbaker, Surgeon, United States Public Health and Marine-Hospital 

Service. 

The Public Health Reports of May 28, 1909, contained a proposed 

?lan for the organization of Colored Anti-Tuberculosis Leagues, 
'his plan contemplated the organization of a State league in each 
State, with a branch in every colored church. 

One of the special features of the plan was the certificate of mem- 
bership to be given to each member. This certificate is large, being 
16 by 21 inches in size. On it is printed information relative to the 
cause, prevention, and cure of tuberculosis, and other information 
for the prevention of disease. 

The proposed plan has met with general approval. There have 
been five State leagues organized thus far, and great interest is 
being manifested by the negroes, health officers, and others. 

The movement was indorsed by the last conference of State and 
Territorial boards of health, as follows : 

Whereas tuberculosis is specially prevalent among the colored people of the coun- 
try, threatening not only their own race with decimation, but constituting a serious 
menace to the whites with whom they come in contact; and 

Whereas the United States Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service has devised 
the best scheme yet suggested of meeting this problem by the organization of State 
Colored Anti-Tuberculosis Leagues, with branch leagues in all colored churches: 
Be it 

Resolved, That the conference indorses the plan of campaign and urges its members 
within whose jurisdiction it is a practical question to promote as far as possible its 
inauguration and success. 

The State leagues that have been thus far organized are, in their 
order of organization, as follows : 

Georgia — President, R. R. Wright, president of the State Industrial 
College for Colored Youth, Savannah, Ga. 

Louisiana — President, Dr. J. H. Murray, Patterson, La. 

Mississippi — President, Dr. D. W. Sherrod, Meridian, Miss. 

North Carolina — President, James B. Dudley, president of the State 
Agricultural and Mechanical College for the Colored Race, Greens- 
boro, N. C. 

Virginia — President, Major Moton, commandant of cadets, Hamp- 
ton Institute, Hampton, Va. 

At a recent meeting of the National Association of Colored Teachers 
at Asheville, N. C, a committee consisting of one representative from 
each of twelve States was appointed to urge the organization of such 
leagues in their respective States, and the prospects are that quite a 
number of States will soon be organized. 
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It is expected that these leagues will operate in conjunction with 
the State and local health officers, to their mutual benefit. A "work- 
ing plan" for the use of these leagues, advising them as to the details 
of the work, is being prepared and will be published later. 

Copies of the plan of organization of these leagues, and also the 
"working plan," when published will be sent without cost to those 
interested upon application being made to the Surgeon-General, 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, Washington, D. C. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Cat. — Plague-prevention work at San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Point Richmond, and in Alameda and. 
Contra Costa counties, Cal. 

Surgeon Blue reports : 

SAN FEANCISCO, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, January 30, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: October 23, 1908. 

Week ended July 17, 1909. 

Sick inspected 3 

Plague - 

Dead inspected 106 

Plague 

Premises inspected 2, 271 

Houses disinfected 44 

Houses destroyed 7 

Buildings condemned 8 

Nuisances abated 211 

Rats found dead 16 

Rats trapped 1, 998 

Total rats taken 2,014 

Rats identified: 

Mus norvegicus 1, 474 

Mus rattus 64 

Mus musculus 460 

Mus alexandrinus 6 

Total 2,004 

Rats identified as to sex: 

Male 728 

Female 729 

Total 1.457 

Rats examined bacteriologically 1, 149 

Plague rats 

Poisons placed 50, 182 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. (EXCLUSIVE OF OAKLAND). 

Week ended July 17. 

Dead inspected 44 

Plague 

Necropsies held 2 



